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Our project aims to determine the extent of health care consolidation in Massachusetts, and its change over time.  We hope to do this in a  quantitative manner using Herfindahl-Hirschman Indices based on total discharges and charges from 1989-2014. 
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Which regions of MA have most hospital consolidation?
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Has this consolidation increased or decreased over time?
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How have costs of care changed in various MA regions over time?
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Briefly, this project will chart the health care marketplace of all six regions (as defined by EOHHS) in Massachusetts, and using deidentified discharge data (including total number and charges) we hope to determine the level of consolidation of each region in MA, and chart how HHI has changed over time.  We hope to use the data from MA CHIA to chart the change in consolidation from 1989 to 2014.  Our hypothesis is that the market has become more concentrated as larger health systems have adopted smaller community hospitals. This project will help policy makers in identifying the impact (e.g., cost and access), if any, of consolidation of large  health systems on the health care consumers. 
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This project aims to analyze trends in the acute care hospital market in Massachusetts.  
Given the economic focus of the project, only summary level discharge data will be needed for this project.   
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The project aims to lower total medical expenses by showing how hospital consolidation has increased the total cost of care for patients and the health care system as a whole in Massachusetts.  We are confident that our data, once published in an academic journal, will be informative to regulatory agencies, especially the MA Attorney General's office, and help to guide decisions about monitoring consolidation of health care markets in the future.  This will help control health care costs in the state.  

William Rafelson
Both Dr. Adashi and I have published on health policy and medicine in general medical journals.  We are both researchers studying the effect of consolidation in health care. 
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U? ON)W-,[)N"7)-+F<)E7"E",-=);/#Z+J-)+:"&-[)E;-+,-)=-,F7/:-)W"47)8-(<"=)"7),-;-F(-=)+;J"7/(<8)Q-?J?[)=-(-78/#/,(/F)
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+
+
+

3NA+++HKVD3!6G3F:+b+@3JJB-3:6G3F:+b+CB;CBDB6JB+
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The goal of this project is to be furnished into a health policy report for academic medical journal. 

Tovah Tripp
Text

Tovah Tripp
With the permission from CHIA, the results of the analysis would be publicly available without charge.  Once the final project is published, the analysis would be available on a medical journal website as supplemental material.  A party could also obtain these results by contacting either Dr. Adashi or myself via email with a request. 
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)
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)
>? j/;;)W"4):-)7-,-;;/#J)(<-)=+(+e))
�) f-,)
�) !")
ON)W-,[)/#)X<+()N"78+()X/;;)W"4):-)7-,-;;/#J)(<-)=+(+)Q-?J?[)+,)+),(+#=+;"#-)E7"=4F([)/#F"7E"7+(-=)X/(<)+),"N(X+7-)
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)

)
)
)
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)
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H</7=$9+7(W)m-#="7,?))97"&/=-)(<-)N";;"X/#J)/#N"78+(/"#)N"7)+;;)+J-#(,)+#=)F"#(7+F("7,)X<")X/;;)X"7Z)X/(<)(<-)*YOD)1+(+?))

)))
*"8E+#W)!+8-G) )
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`? j/;;)(<-)+J-#(bF"#(7+F("7)<+&-)+FF-,,)(")(<-)=+(+)+()+);"F+(/"#)"(<-7)(<+#)W"47);"F+(/"#[)W"47)"NN$,/(-),-7&-7)

+#=b"7)W"47)=+(+:+,-e)) ) )

�) f-,)
�) !")
ON)W-,[)E;-+,-)E7"&/=-)/#N"78+(/"#)+:"4()(<-)+J-#(bF"#(7+F("7',)=+(+)8+#+J-8-#()E7+F(/F-,[)E";/F/-,)+#=)
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)
)
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